KURDS ARE TAKING OVER IRAQ’S WATER RESOURCES
By : Abbas  ALSAMARRAI
The Kurdish administration in Northern Iraq has recently taken action to build dams. While the Water Resources Ministry of the Regional Administration announced that 124 dams would be built in the region, Ali Rashid, who is responsible for planning issues in the Ministry, states that 506 small, medium and large scale dams would be built on the lakes of the region.

Kurds are planning to take over all the water resources in Iraq and to use them for their own interests. Ali Rashid made the following statement to AKNews on August 13, 2009: “Baghdad would have to depend solely on Kurdistan’s water in 20 years’ time and it will have no other option”. The developments clearly put forth the intention of the Kurds to use the most important natural resource of Iraq as leverage against the central administration. The dams, which are to be built or which are already built in the Kurdish region, means that the control of water, which is supposed to flow down to the central and southern parts of Iraq, would be passed on to Kurdish groups. And this would mean that such instances as the arbitrary opening and closing down of penstocks or shifts in the riverbed could be observed. Moreover the Kurds are trying to industrialize and turn Northern Iraq into center of attraction by transferring the electrical energy produced by the dams to the region. What is more is that the Kurdish administration would like to cover the construction expenses of a substantial part of these dams through the 12 billion Dollars allocated by the central government…

Unlike the Iraqi government Kurdish authorities state that there is no water issue in Northern Iraq. The Kurds, who set out with the slogan “If the water above runs dry, we always have those under ground…”, say that ample rainfall between November and April caused the accumulation of good quality water. Apparently, while complaining to neighboring countries by saying ‘you are not providing us with enough water’, the central government was unable to notice the treasure close by… 

Meanwhile the Kurds still have aspirations for the Mosul Dam. As they had closed down the penstocks of the Mosul Dam in November 2007 to collect water, water levels in the Tigris River had dropped. As a result of this severe water shortage was observed in the settlements from Mosul to Baghdad and arable lands were damaged. What’s more, the city receiving 12 hours of electricity daily with penstocks running began to receive only 4 hours of electricity. On the other hand Kurds propagated stating that “the Mosul dam was on the verge of collapsing and that waves, which reached a height of 20 meters, would completely swallow Mosul and leave some parts of Baghdad under water”. With such propaganda they try to spread terror among Arabs, Turkmens and other minorities in Mosul and force them to leave the city. As a result of such propaganda hundreds of people left Mosul.

Meanwhile, under the instructions of Prime Minister Maliki, the pashmarga units, which held the Mosul dam and its environs under control, were asked to leave the region while some are still present in the northern regions of the dam. This dispute between the Iraqi army units and the pashmarga hinders the enforcement of the tenders regarding the renewal of dam turbines. That is why it is vital for the Iraqi army units to take the Mosul dam under full control in no time… 

Developments show that the Kurds are not of the opinion that “all the natural resources and wealth of Iraq belong to all the people of Iraq and that all Iraqi people should get an equal and just share from all these opportunities”. Experts draw attention to the fact that if no measures are taken, conflicts in Iraq will escalate due to this attitude of the Kurds.

 

