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It happened on two occasions, first in March 1991 and later in April 2003, when the  
Kurdish militias raided the Turkmen Region and particularly Kerkuk city.1-12

 
To eradicate the Turkmen nature of Kerkuk, these Kurdish militias’ first targets were  
the city’s Land Registry and  Population Registry Offices:  
- Thousands of dossiers, files and stamps were stolen and were in some cases 

replaced by false documents 
- Original unused identity cards and passports were stolen. 
- The buildings were burned. 
 
Kurds from other provinces, from Iran, Turkey and Syria were given original Iraqi 
identity cards and passports and were registered as inhabitants of Kerkuk. Many of 
them were settled in the houses of forcibly evicted Arabs and of high-ranking Ba’ath 
party members who fled from Kerkuk city after the fall of Ba’ath regime. 2,3,4,10

 
Large numbers of private buildings and almost all the government buildings were 
attacked, looted and burned by the Kurdish militias. Hundreds of vehicles and even 
tractors were filled with goods and instruments and driven to Suleymaniyya and Erbil 
provinces.1 Thousands of all types of government vehicles: luxury cars, buses and 
shuffles were also taken as booty by the Kurds. A large number of private cars were 
stolen from private houses in front of their owners. Furniture and even the electric 
systems and water pipes of some buildings were removed.4,10

 
All the equipment of the municipality’s Post, Telephone and Telegraph offices in 
Kerkuk city, Taze Khurmatu Tavuk and Duz Khurmatu were stolen by the Kurds. As 
a result, the town suffered severely after the occupation due to lack of 
communication.  
 
All the movable instruments of the Kerkuk Institution for Engineering were stolen, i.e:  
computers, power supply devices, three phase motor generators and electric circuits. 
Even the walls and windows which were made of expensive Japanese material were 
either stolen or destroyed.12

 
The national governmental giant supermarket called al-Suq al-Markazi (Central 
Market) was burned after all its contents had been removed during the Kurdish 
attack in 1991. (There are such supermarkets in every city in Iraq, which sell all sorts 
of housing articles, clothes, electric and electronic devices). The huge building of al-
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Suq al-Markazi of Kerkuk was taken by a Kurd called Sami al-Jaf supported by 
Talabani groups. It was later taken from him by orders from Baghdad. 
 
After they had removed all the contents of the Thoroughfare Office building 
(including all types of instruments and carriages used for constructing and covering 
the streets) the Kurds put the building on fire. 
 
A great number of governmental offices were looted. The emptied buildings were 
allotted to Kurdish organizations and families who were brought from Northern 
provinces claiming that they had been deported from Kerkuk city. 11

 
I. The buildings which are occupied by  Kurdish families are: 
 

1. Team Centers of Ba’ath party  
a. al-Arapha (Nearby the Arapha market center) – 1 floor 
b. al-Hay al-Askeri – 1 floor 
c. al-Qadisiyya al-Ula on the main street – 2 (375 m2)  
d. al-Qadisiyya al-Thaniyya – 1 (348.66 m2) 
e. Martyr Aoda in al-Qadisiyya al-Thaniyya 1 (359.36 m2) 
f. al-Hurriyya al-Ula – 2 floors 
g. al-Hurriyya al-Thaniya – 1 floor 
h. Hay al-Nasr al-Ula  (412.5 m2) 
i. Hay al-Nasr al-Thaniyya – 2 floors 
j. Hay al-Hujjaj – 1 floor 
k. al-Uruba Quarter – 1 floor 
l. al-Shorja – 2 floors 
m. Hay Girnata – 1 (800m2) 
n. Sakr al-Arab – 1 floor 

2. Houses of Army Corps opposite al-Hurriyya Airport. (Photo no. 1) 
a. 30 Houses (300m2 each house) 
b. 30 Houses (300m2 each house) 
c. 94 Houses (450m2 each house) 

2. Khalid Army center (Muasker Khalid).  
3. The Huge field and military complexes, with hundreds of buildings. More new 

houses have been built by the Kurds on these military lands. 
3. Second Army Corps Complex 

The complexes of the Army Corps (± 8 x 8 km) are now occupied by around 
50.000  Pashmargas and their families.  (Photo no. 2) 

4. Officers Houses / opposite Army Corps 
a. 40 Houses (400m2 each house) 
b. 23 Houses (400m2 each house) 

5. Officers Houses / Hay al-Wasiti 
122 Houses (400m2 each house) 

6. Non commissioned Officer Houses / opposite Army Corps 
a. 124 Houses (170m2 each house) 
b. 80 Houses (150m2 each house) 

7. Army Flats / opposite Army Corps 
48 Houses (170m2 each house) 

8. The Houses of Military Bases / opposite al-Hurriyya Airport 
c. 39 Houses (600m2 each house) 
d. 15 Houses (600m2 each house) 

9. General Security Directorate / close to Kerkuk Secondary School – 4 floors 
10. Building of store of Ministry of defense – 1 floors 
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12. Building of al-Nidaa Team/ in Hay al-Nidaa – 2 floors 
13. al-Qudus Fidaiyyi Saddam Center in Hay al-Nur al-Thaniyya – 1 floor 
14. al-Mansur Security Directorate – 1 floor 
15. Military Guest Hose / Atlas Street 1 (800m2) 
16. Mandhuma al-Sharqiyya Lial-Istithmarat – 2 floors 
17. Kerkuk Recruitment (Tajnid) Directorate – 1 floor 
18. Arapha Security Office -1 floor 
19. Gunpowder Stores – several buildings 
20. Military Police complex in the center of the City. ± 0.5 x 0.5 km 
21. The old large prison of Kerkuk, where more than two families were installed in 

each cell. The situation at the prison is currently unknown. 
22. The two Institutions for Girls Protections (Orphanage houses) near Kerkuk 

Slaughter House at the entrance of Kassap Hane and in al-Wasiti 
neighborhood were occupied by Kurdish families.   

23. Almost all the sports stadiums and facilities were occupied by Kurdish 
families. For example: 

a. The National Kerkuk al-Sharika Sports Complex which is about 7 x 5 
km 

b. The large Olympic Sports Complex in al-Shorja neighborhood. 
24. Almost 60% of the schools were occupied by Kurdish families. The following 

schools are still occupied by them: 
e. Ah-Nashat al-Riyadhi – Baghdad Road neighborhood – 7 halls 
f. Al-Izzah – Dur al-Thubbat Neighborhood – 11 classes 
g. Al-Watan - al-Musalla al-Shukak - 32 classes 
h. Ibn al-Hawraa - al-Shorja neighborhood - 30 classes 
i. Ibn al-Jawzi – al-Shorja neighborhood – 16 classes 
j. Al-Intisar – Hay al-Sinaii road – 12 classes 
k. Al-Ishraf al-Ikhtisasi – al-Mas neighborhood – 14 classes 
l. Al-Shorja – al-Shorja Neighbohood – 17 classes 
m. Rawdhat al-Ukhuwan – Hay al-Hujjaj neighbourhood – 13 classes 
n. Rawdhat al-Salam – Hay al-Qadisiyya neighbourhood – 5 classes 
o. Rawdhat Nabukhithnasar – Hay al-Andalus neighbourhood – 9 

classes 
p. Rawdhat Khalid ibn al-Walid – al-Kuasker Neighborhood – 7 classes 
q. Rawdhat al-Sanabil – al-Musalla al-Shukak – 7 classes 
r. Rawdhat al-Shakaik – Hay 30 Temmuz neighbourhood – 14 classes 

 
II. The buildings which are occupied by  Kurdish organizations are: 
 

1. Kerkuk Inspection (Jawazat) Directorate by The Kurdish al-Taakhi 
Association – 1 floor. 

2. Baath Party Team Center al-Nakhwa by Congress for the Freedom of 
Kurdistan – 2 floors 

3. Iraqi Women Union by under the same name by the Kurdish authorities – 2 
floors. 

4. Security Unit of Kerkuk / close to Directorate of agriculture by Kurdish Islamic 
Association – 2 floors 

5. Center of Jerusalem Army by Center of Kurdistan Democratic Party – 2 
floors. 

6. Workers Union Syndicate by Kurdish Workers Union and Faculty of Science 
– 3 floors. 

7. Ba’ath Party Team Center in Domiz Quarter / Behind the Dispensary by 
Kurdish Democratic Shabiba Union – 2 floors. 
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8. Northern Center of Ba’ath Party Organizations by Kurdish Democratic 
Organizations/ Faili Kurds Foundation – 2 floors. 

9. Ba’ath Party Team Center in Iskan Quarter by a Kurdish organization – 2 
floors. 

10. Ba’ath Party Team Center in 7 Nisan by Kurdish families who hold Kerkuk 
identity cards – 2 floors (300 m2) 

11. Shahit Mahir Ba’ath Party Team Center by Kurdish Shabibat Babagurgur 
Center – 2 floors. 

12. Kerkuk Sports and Youth Complex have been occupied by the Kurdistan 
Shabiba Union. The Kurds built tens of shops illegally in front of the complex 
for their own use. (Photo no. 3) 

13. Both the Kerkuk Physicians and Engineering clubs were occupied by the 
Kurdish Parties. 

14. The Officer Housing complexes which include the Officer Hosting 
department, Officers Club and Officer Market which were used to sell high-
quality materials for the officers were turned into a Kurdish Students Union 
Center, after the removal of their contents by the Kurds. 

15. The historical large Kerkuk Barracks, in the center of Kerkuk City, were taken 
by the Kurds and used as Kurdish Cultural Center. 

 
III. Several large shanty neighborhoods, which include thousands of houses, were 

built in and around Kerkuk city on public lands with Kurdish parties financial 
support.  The Kurdish governor and Mayor are keeping silent about it. 

 
1. Eastern entrance to Kerkuk City from Sulaymaniyya opposite to Old Saddam 

Hospital. ± 1000 houses, each house 200m2. There are about 6 persons in 
each house. (Photo no. 4) 

2. Hundreds of houses on both sides of Leylan Road and in the periphery of 
Taze Hurmatu. 

3. Eastern entrance to Kerkuk City from Erbil, extension of Rahim Awa Kurdish 
neighborhood. ± 1000 houses, each house 200m2. There are about 6 
persons in each house. 

4. Baghdad Road neighborhood behind the Festival Stadium, a public land 
confiscated by the Kurds where they built ±100 houses. (Photo no. 5) 

5. More than 200 houses in Hay al-Qadisiyya and Hay al-Askeri 
Neighborhoods. 

6. Hundreds of houses built on the periphery of the Kurdish neighborhood 
Shorja.  

7. Along both sides of the road (± 5Km) between Shorja and al-Qadiaiyya 
neighborhoods   

8. Fifty houses at the eastern side of the Musalla graveyard.  
 

When the Kurdish militias were ordered by the American officials to leave Kerkuk 
Television Station, they took all the instruments to Suleymaniyya and Erbil. Later 
they were ordered by the same American officials to return what they had stolen. 
The large Turkmen archives of Kerkuk TV station, which had been constituted over 
several decades, have all disappeared.  
 
All the above mentioned aggressions, assaults and violations happened after the US 
authorities allowed the Pashmargas to enter Kerkuk city and did nothing to stop 
them. 
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The independence of the Election Commission is considered as the basic element in 
democracy teachings. The Independent High Commission of Election (IHCE), which 
was constituted in Baghdad, had appointed the officials of Kerkuk city sub-
commission, as in the other 19 provinces of Iraq. Based on the official documents 
belonging to the voters, i.e. identity card, passports, land registry documents, and 
diplomas from Kerkuk schools, the sub-commission in Kerkuk had decided that 
about 459,105 voters could participate in the Kerkuk city election. It is worth noting 
that a large number of Kurds who had just returned to Kerkuk were included. These 
Kurds were in possession of official papers the validity of which could not be proven, 
it is clear that these were false documents.  
 
When Richard Armitage, the U.S. Deputy Secretary of State, visited Iraq, he first met 
with Barazani and Talabani in the north before meeting with the Iraqi President, al-
Yawar and Prime Minister Allawi. After his visit, orders were given to the IHCE to 
include ‘any Kurd’ who claims that he is a resident of Kerkuk city.  
Before Armitage’s visit to Iraq, the chief of the IHCE in Kerkuk resigned due to 
intolerable pressure. Later, 8 members of the same commission either resigned or 
were dismissed.  
 
Thereafter, the IHCE prolonged the period of registration and asked the Kerkuk 
Commission to open 17 - 25 centers ‘for registration of Kurds’. In so doing, about 
108,000 Kurdish voters were unjustly added to the Kerkuk list. 
Another anomaly is that the organization of the election was achieved by the ‘new’ 
officials of the Kerkuk commission who, it is clear, had been appointed by the ‘Iraqi 
government’ following Armitage’s visit. 
 
It can be concluded that: 
I. The Kurdish political parties and Pashmargas were rewarded for their crimes, 

particularly for looting and burning the Kerkuk Population Registration Directorate 
and the Land Registration Directorate on two occasions. 

II. The independency of the Election Commission was seriously violated in the 
USA-supported Iraqi election. 
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Washington Post Foreign Service, Sunday, April 13, 2003; Page A32 

http://www.highbeam.com/library/doc0.asp?docid=1P1:73328667&refid=ink_pubnews&skeyword=&teas
er= 

a. “Kerkuk's takeover on Thursday was followed by hours of stealing, mostly by 
Kurds returning to the city that Hussein's government had driven them from by the 
tens of thousands.” 
b. “We've seen people take everything," said Staff Sgt. Jeremy Dillard of Omaha at 
the newly established traffic control point the 173rd Airborne had set up just 
outside Kerkuk on the highway heading east.  
"Mattresses, refrigerators, small houses," he said.” 
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